THE PKEVAILING WINDS.                         271

indeed in number, show that the prevailing direction of
the wind is from the East. This Easterly wind, too, is
very frequently felt at sea, blowing hot from the coast
of Africa, but the greater force of the Atlantic Trade
would seein most commonly to carry it with it to the
southward.

c In the extreme east of both the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, near the equator, there is a wide dis-
trict where the winds are uncertain and the weather
detestable. In both oceans, a branch of the Trade
wind from both hemispheres follows the direction of
the coast line, or very nearly so, and gradually dies
out in a region where squalls, puffs from various
quarters, mostly from the Westward, heavy rain, violent
thunderstorms, are almost the only interruptions to the
stifling, humid calm that is most commonly experienced,
' And in both oceans this region stretches out to the
westward in a triangulax form, its base resting on the
coast, like a wedge thrust in between the Trades of the
northern and southern hemispheres.

' And of the Trades themselves it is to be especially
noticed that they blow, more particularly in the Atlantic
and South Indian Ocean, with a constancy, regularity,
and pleasant genial steadiness, of which no one ac-
quainted only with the uncertain, variable, and fre-
quently boisterous winds of our English latitudes can
form an adequate notion. In the Pacific their general
character is the same; but they are less strong, less
steady, and, as has been already said, are to the south
of the Line often very broken for months together. In
the South Atlantic the Trade is stronger than in the
North. As the result of the comparison of many logs
Captain Maury estimates the average speed of a well-